I. INTRODUCTION
Using in vitro RNA processing extracts it has been shown that pre-mRNAs which contain the cap-structure (m7G(5')ppp (5' Our experiments demonstrate that the assembly of the active splicing complex is cap dependent (4).
RESULTS
Truncated human methallothionein pre-mRNA was incubated with HeLa nuclear extract.
Analysis of the splicing reaction on glycerol density gradients (Fig.IA) showed two complexes sedimenting at 45S and 22S (squares). RNA components of the 45S complex were pre-mRNA, RNA intermediates and the spliced product whereas the 22S complex contains almost exclusively premRNA and intron lariat (Fig. IB) . 
